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Date of declaration as a nature reserve:
April 13th 2007

Date of approval of (PORN) natural-
resource management plan:
April 13th 2007

Municipalities included in the Turia natural-
resource management plan (PORN):
Pedralba, Cheste, Llíria, Vilamarxant, Benaguasil,
Riba-roja del Turia, l'Eliana, San Antonio de
Benageber, Paterna, Manises, Quart de Poblet,
Mislata and Valencia.

The Turia Nature Park, which covers 4,692 hec-
tares and measures 35 kilometres in length, is a
good example of Mediterranean riparian (river-
bank) woodland, in the sense that the river and
its banks act as a vertebral column and biological
"corridor" connecting the area's various types of
woodland; be they of pine, scrub or traditional
cultivation. 

This nature conservation area is one of the last
wooded areas still oxygenating the densely-
populated industrial zones of greater Valencia
and its surrounding districts of l'Horta and Camp
de Túria, with direct influence on some 1.5
million people.

History:

The river Turia lies in the east of the Iberian
Peninsula. Its source is in Muela de San Juan in
the mountains known as the Montes Universa-
les, which form part of the Sierra de Albarracín
range in the Spanish Province of Teruel. The
river is also known as the Guadalaviar in its
upper reaches, before joining the river Alfambra
in the City of Teruel. It flows into the sea at
Valencia, 280 kilometres from its source.
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Lloma de Betxi, near Paterna (Bronze Age)

scientific excavations since the 1980s, and are
currently the best representatives of the park's
archaeological heritage, given the excellent state of
conservation and high cultural value of the architectu-
ral items found. Further bronze-age archaeological
sites are to be found in Despeñaperros (Paterna), Els
Carassols (Riba-roja de Túria); L'Alteret, Ermita de
Montiel and Llometa del Tio Figuetes (Benaguasil); El
Gargao (Vilamarxant), and the south-western slope of
Tossal de Sant Miquel, La Torreta and Cova del Cavall
(Llíria). Some of these places were also occupied
during the later age of the Iberian culture, especially
during its "high" period in the third and second centu-
ries BC, as was the case of Despeñaperros, Llometa
del Tio Figuetes and Tossal de Sant Miquel itself, the
site of the well-known Iberian settlement of Edeta.

The Roman influence on the area of Valencia is evi-
denced by the proliferation of country villas from that
age, such as those found in Barranc de Cano and La
Font, in Barranquet de Sau, in Císcar, La Loma, Mas de
Vélez and various other places in Vallesa de Mandor.
Remains of Roman aqueducts are likewise to be found
in Séquia del Diable, Canyada de la Penya, and the
ravines of Cano, Fondo, dels Naps and d'Endolça,
along with Pla de Vélez.

Further historical importance derives from the area's
complex of trenches, fortifications and anti-aircraft ins-
tallations dating from the Spanish Civil War of 1936 to
1939. These formed a defensive line known as La
Inmediata, which linked the town of Sagunto with the
arsenal at Riba-roja del Turia. 

Other items of interest include those concerning the
use of water resources, dams, aqueducts and other
related structures.

The area likewise offers, in addition to these archaeo-
logical remains, the Miocene marine palaeontology site
at La Vallesa, with its more than sixty identified species
of foraminifera, mollusc and crustacean.

The abundance of water and the fertility of the surroun-
ding land have favoured agriculture, and thus human set-
tlement, since ancient times. Nevertheless, evidence of
a human presence before the bronze age is limited to
the Palaeolithic remains found in Prat de Llíria and the
Cueva de los Murciélagos ("Cave of the bats") in Vila-
marxant, along with the Mesolithic finds in the Cueva
del Salto del Lobo ("Cave of the wolf's jump") in Pedral-
ba and the summit above the dry riverbed of Rambla
Castellarda in Llíria.

The bronze-age remains, which are the best-known of
their type in the area, are characterised by the location
of settlements on small rises near the river, conve-
niently-placed for fetching water, farming the land and
keeping livestock. The remains are generally those of
small pastoral communities, good examples of which
include the finds at Lloma de Betxí (near Paterna) on the
northern banks of the river Turia, dating from the "high"
bronze age. These have been the subject of various
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Pinewoods and scrubland. The lack of rainfall
means that the Aleppo pine and the scrubland that it
occupies are of special ecological worth to this area.
Typical local species of vegetation include the fan
palm, mastic tree, Kermes oak, buckthorn, espino
negro blackberry bush (Rubus fruticosus) and sarsapa-
rilla. It is worth noting the existence of certain
endemic Valencian species that demonstrate the
importance of the flora of this area. Examples include
Anthyllis lagascana Benedi, Sideritis juryi, Teucrium ede-
tanum and Anthyllis terniflora. Other items of note are
species of the genera Ophrys and Limodorum, both of
which belong to the orchid family.

Hardy and thistle-type vegetation: Cultivated
areas, both artificially and naturally irrigated, are also
the location of various hardy annuals, including Avena
fatua, Amaranthus blitoides, Cirsium arvense, Equise-
tum ramosissimum and Diplotaxis ericoides.

Pinewoods and undergrowth in the nature reserve

Vegetation

Thanks to the diversity of ecosystems in the nature
park, there is a wide range of vegetation, grouped
into species associated with the environments in
which they are found.

Riverside vegetation: This vegetation is associated
with the banks and course of the river Turia. Extensi-
ve areas of land are occupied by reeds of the species
Arundo donax. Despite its dominance, there are also
isolated examples or small groups of poplars, along
with different types of willow. Nearer to the water,
we find a whole community of halophile organisms,
including reeds, cat's-tail and rushes, while various
species of algae of the Potamogeton group thrive on
the surface of the riverbed and beyond. Certain speci-
fic areas contain a well-structured series of riverbank
vegetation, made up of elm trees and various types of
poplar and willow, the latter forming a layer of trees
prior to the colonies of halophile organisms.

Riverside vegetation on the Turia (Vilamarxant)
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beauty and majesty when in flight, including Bonelli's
eagle (Hieraaetus fasciatus), classed as "vulnerable" in
Valencia's catalogue of threatened species of fauna.
The steep, rocky areas of the park are home to the
Eurasian eagle owl (Bubo bubo), whose characteristic
call can be heard on winter nights. Other river species
include the attractive common kingfisher (Alcedo
atthis) and equally singular purple Heron (Ardea pur-
purea), classed as "vulnerable" in Valencia's Catalogue
of Threatened Species of Fauna.

Mammals: Up to 26 species of mammal are habitually
found in the park, including the European wild cat (Felis
silvestris), which inhabits riverbank thickets and
wooded areas, along with the red fox (Vulpes vulpes).
These two species are the park's main predators, with
the European rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and other
species of rodent, such as the garden dormouse
(Eliomys quercinus) and brown rat (Rattus norvegicus),
constituting their principal source of food.

Jewelled lizard (Lacerta lepida) 

Fauna

The fauna of the Turia Nature Park is of great inte-
rest, given the diversity of the 150 species of verte-
brates found there. Some of these are included in
Valencia's Catalogue of Species of Fauna in Danger or
Extinction.

Fish: Outstanding among the ten-plus species of fish
found in the river Turia are Chondrostoma turiensis
and Cobitis paludica, along with the eel (Anguilla
anguilla), which is characterised by its nocturnal and
migratory nature. It starts life out at sea and migra-
tes up rivers to grow into adulthood. These three
species are classed as "protected" in the above-men-
tioned catalogue of threatened local fauna.

Amphibians: Six species of amphibian live in the
park which, despite normally being associated with
humidity such as that found in rivers and ravines, can
also be found in other areas at times of rain. There
is, in addition to the common toad (Bufo bufo) and
Perez's frog (Rana perezi), a notable presence of
common parsley frog (Pelodytes punctatus) and
Iberian spadefoot toad (Pelobates cultripes), all of
which are identified as protected species in Valen-
cia's Catalogue of Threatened Species of Fauna.

Reptiles: Sixteen species of reptile are to be found
in the park, with a notable presence of such species
as the Montpellier snake (Malpolon monspessulanus)
and the horseshoe snake (Coluber hippocrepis). The
jewelled lizard (Lacerta lepida) is also to be found
here, as is the Mediterranean pond turtle (Mauremys
leprosa); both likewise classed as "protected" in
Valencia's catalogue of threatened species of fauna.

Birds: This is the group of vertebrates most com-
monly found in the park. Some of these are of great
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Pedralba Salto del Lobo

Cerro Partido

Palmeral

Peña AtrónPedrera
Alto del León

Chucheve

Río Turia

C
V-

37
6

CV-370

Start of route (0 km): You will arrive, approxima-
tely 350 metres further on, at the Barranco de la
Pedrera ravine. This is the site of a cave known as
Cueva de la Pedrera, an ancient source of stone used
for building. Continue along the ravine path until you
reach the banks of the river Turia

Bank of the river Turia (0.8 km): This path offers
some nice views of the river, and the chance to enjoy
the birdsong of the many avian species that populate
its banks. Another outstanding feature of the area is
the luxuriant undergrowth and other vegetation
encountered along the way, including some impres-
sive examples of buckthorn, mastic tree, Kermes oak
and fan palm.

Views of El Atrón crag (2.5 km): After continuing
along the route for some 2 km, leave the path that
runs parallel with the river and enter the forest path
that leads uphill, away from the riverbank. This gives
you a chance to enjoy the panoramic views offered
by the crag known as El Atrón, an area of precipitous
limestone rocks with an abundant and active presen-
ce of local birdlife.

Bank of the river Turia (3.1 km): The route
returns to the bank of the river, and follows it for 1.3
km before reaching an interior path that takes you
up Mount Palmeral, a well-structured example of
Mediterranean hill country.

Camino del Palmeral path (6.8 km): After follo-
wing the Camino del Palmeral path for 6.8 km, a
route which offers the chance to observe the struc-
ture of this traditionally-cultivated Mediterranean hill
country, you arrive back at the Calle Liria in Pedral-
ba. Continue along this street for 100 metres and
turn left onto the Calle Virgen de Luján, which leads
you back to the starting point of this circular route.

Palmeral route
For updates, please go to http://parquesnaturales.gva.es

Total distance: 8.5 km. (Approx. 3½ hours for expe-
rienced hill walkers), medium difficulty

Description: The paths of the first part of the route
run through cultivated land, before plunging into the
wooded section of Palmeral, the heart of which con-
tains the course of the river Turia. There are impressi-
ve views of the area's Mediterranean hill country, with
its abundance of Aleppo pines. The park is also charac-
terised by items of infrastructure that testify to its past,
including the abandoned terraces with their dry-stone
walls, which were once home to traditionally-cultivated
groves of carob, olive and almond trees.

Route access: From the town of Pedralba, follow the
Calle Virgen de Luján, followed by the Camino del
Remolino. Continue on for 300 metres, and then take
the path on the left that marks the start of the route.



B.
 A

lb
ia

ch
 G

al
án

Vilamarxant

Arboreto

Horquera

Les Creuetes

Rodana del PicBassa Barreta

Rodana Parda

Rodaneta Blanca

Río Turia

Ferradura

C
V-

50

CV-370
Start of path (0 km): The path begins in Vilamarxant,
starting at the town's municipal cemetery, where there
is a car park and an information panel containing details
of the route.

The route starts out along an asphalted path that runs
gently uphill along the north face of La Rodana Gran.
You now cross the Barranc dels Oms ravine and a
built-up urban area, before reaching the path that
takes you into the pinewood known as Les Rodanes.

When you reach the crossroads, bear right and conti-
nue along the signposted path that takes you to the top
of La Rodana Gran, leaving behind the left-hand path
that will later provide the way back.

Rodana Gran (2.3 km): This path, of medium diffi-
culty, ascends to 345 metres above sea level to offer
some of the best panoramic views of the area.  On a
clear day, you will be able to see from the nature park

Les Rodanes pinewood (near Vilamarxant)

PR-CV 175 Les Rodanes

Total distance: 13 km (approx. 6 hours 45 minutes for
experienced hill walkers), medium difficulty

Description: This path takes you through an area of pine-
woods and littoral hill country, typified in geological terms
by the rocky outcrop known as El Rodeno, the red colou-
ring of which offers a contrast to the extensive wooded
backdrop of Aleppo pines. Places of interest include the
corral of Bassa Barreta pool, with its evidence of the
ancient livestock-based economy of the area. The artificial
pool, which is lined with impermeable material, was dug
out many centuries ago to provide a source of drinking
water for the animals kept in the corral.  Another item of
historical interest is the side-route leading to Les Trinxe-
res ("the trenches") de la Ferradura and El Clau, where, as
the name suggests, trenches from the Spanish Civil War
(1936-1939) can still be found.
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Bassa Barreta pool (near Vilamarxant)

Side-route PR-V175 to Les Trinxeres de la Ferra-
dura and El Clau: After following the downhill path of
Rodana del Pic, you can choose to continue on towards
Rodana Gran and the start of the route (Inici del
Sender) by following the route indicated by the first
signpost on the ascent of Rodana del Pic. You can alter-
natively start by taking this side-route of about 4.3 km,
which follows the north face of Rodana del Pic. This
route lets you appreciate two items of great historical
interest, La Trinchera de la Ferradura and el Clau,
which contain remains from the Spanish Civil War
(1936-1939). A large part of this side-route runs para-
llel with an area of trenches, with information panels to
help you understand how they were once used.
After following the side-route of Les Trinxeres, you
cross part of the Barranc de la Montxolina ravine,
before reaching the crossroads from where you pre-
viously followed the path towards Bassa Barreta pool.
You should now follow the signs pointing back towards
the start of the route (inicio del sendero), which runs
north-eastwards around La Rodana Gran.

of Serra Calderona all the way to Cullera and from the
Sierras de Chiva and Buñol as far as the nature park of
l'Albufera. After reaching the summit of Rodana Gran,
you can choose between branching off towards the
recreational area of Pedrera del Rei or continuing along
the PR-CV175 towards Bassa Barreta pool. If you go for
the second option, the route runs downhill along the
east face of La Rodana Gran, initially taking you along a
path through the woods. You should then follow the
signs for Bassa Barreta pool.

Continue along the path until you reach another fork,
where you will find an information panel and a signpost.
Follow the signs for Bassa Barreta pool, leaving the route
to continue along the forest path.

Bassa Barreta pool (4.4 km): The corral and Bassa
Barreta pool stand witness to the past traditional use of
Les Rodanes for the extensive grazing of animals for their
wool. If you continue along this path for 1 km, you will
find - on the left - a route adapted for the use of persons
with reduced mobility and - to the right - a wooded zone
containing many representative species of the area's
wide range of Mediterranean ecosystems. Continue on
to the next turning and look for the signs to Els Cava-
llons-La Rodana del Pic.

Els Cavallons (5.6 Km): On reaching the top of Els
Cavallons, you will see Les Rodanes to your left and, to
your right, an impressive mosaic of cultivated fields. The
downhill section of the route, which is gentle to begin
with and a little steeper towards the end, takes you to a
crossing with a forest path, where you can see an
example of an antique water-storage cistern known as an
aljibe. Follow the signs for Rodana del Pic.

Rodana del Pic (7.86 km): As you walk uphill, you will
find a signpost indicating the way to Rodana del Pic, follo-
wed by another sign pointing towards the side-route to
Las Trincheras de la Ferradura and El Clau. We recom-
mend that you take this route after visiting the summit of
La Rodana del Pic (321 metres above sea level) and enjo-
ying its magnificent views.
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Pedralba

T.M.
Vilamarxant

Palmeral

Peña Atrón

Chucheve

La Paridera

Pea

Pedrera Salto del Lobo

Alto del
León Río Turia

Río Turia

CV-370

Cerro Partido
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street Calle de la Pea, which leads on to the path
(camino) of the same name. The route actually begins
6.5 km further along the way. Access from Vilamarxant
is also possible via the Camino de Jutgeve, which starts
at the Caseta dels Casadors (hunters' clubhouse),
where you can likewise park your car.

Start of route (0 km): If you begin the route in Pedral-
ba, the first section consists of 1 km of rural paths
leading to the now-abandoned house known as the
Casa del Presero, the residence - up to some 30 years
ago - of the maintenance man and valve operator of the
Pedralba Dam. This first section of the route runs along
the right-hand bank of the river Turia.

3.7 km: After 3.7 km, you will arrive at a barrier built to
combat water erosion. Its location is a picturesque gorge
filled with a luxuriant range of plants that includes straw-
berry trees, which bear edible fruit that ripens in the
autumn. The route from the Caseta dels Casadors likewi-
se leads, after 1.1 km, to the erosion-prevention barrier.

The river Turia at La Fenosa (Benaguasil)

Route of La Pea:
For updates, please go to http://parquesnaturales.gva.es

Total distance: 11.7 km (approximately 4½ hours),
medium difficulty

Description of route: The route follows a path via
mounts La Pea and Chucheve in Pedralba and Vilamar-
xant respectively, running through a variety of country-
side, including the banks of the river Turia,
non-irrigated areas planted with carob and olive trees,
and Mediterranean woodland consisting of Aleppo
pines and scrub. Traces can be found along the way of
the forest fire of July 2006, and also of the process of
regeneration that is now in full swing.

Route access points: From Pedralba: the route starts
in the area next to the town's municipal weighbridge,
beside the bridge that crosses the river Turia. This
junction with the CV-370 road has space for car
parking.  From Vilamarxant: the route starts in the
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Route along the banks of
the river Turia
For updates, please go to http://parquesnaturales.gva.es 

Description: The route along the banks of the
river Turia, which runs between Vilamarxant and
Quart de Poblet, is about 24 kilometres long. The
entire route runs along the banks of the river
Turia, occasionally traversing the water at crossing
points made for the purpose. The recreational use
of the area is enhanced by a series of observation
points, hides for birdwatchers and places for the
use of anglers.
The route passes through the municipalities of
Quart de Poblet, Manises, Paterna, Riba-roja del
Turia, l'Eliana, Benaguasil and Vilamarxant.

4 and 4.7 km: These mark a fork in the path which
leads to observation points offering expansive
views of the Hoces del Turia region.

5.3 km.: This point marks the access from Vila-
marxant, and an alternative place to begin the
route. A path leading from here goes to the hydro-
electric power station of La Pea. Instead of taking
this path to the end however, turn off and take the
side-path that runs parallel with the Turia, offering
views of the river.

7.7 km.: The path now returns to the part of the
route already covered, before going back, after 4
km, to the starting point in Pedralba. 

information center

parking

viewing point

observatory of birds

turia river, banks of the river

accesses
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Rodana Gran and Lloma Llentiscle,
seen from the Rodana del Pic (near

Accommodation

Please use the links on the website of the nature
reserve to obtain further information on hotel
accommodation in the towns and villages concerned.

Recreational areas

La Playeta recreational area, in Pedralba. These
facilities are located in the wooded area close to the
river Turia. 

Recommended access: Take the way named Camino
del Candilico from the street Calle de la Acequia in
Pedralba. Continue along it until you reach the river.

La Pedrera del Rei recreational area, in
Vilamarxant. 

Recommended access: From Vilamarxant, take the
CV50 towards Cheste. Take the first exit from the
roundabout at the edge of town, and follow the road
through the industrial estate. Look for a forest path
on the left, about 500 metres further on, with a sign
indicating the way to La Pedrera del Rey.

La Fenosa recreational area, in Benaguasil. 

For further details, please contact the local authority
(ayuntamiento) of Benaguasil.
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Recreational area of La Presa ("the dam"), in
Manises, near the Aguas de Valencia water-treat-
ment plant. 

For further details, please contact the local authority
(ayuntamiento) of Manises.

Dining

Thanks to the unique location of the Turia Nature
Reserve, the local cuisine offers a series of different,
yet complementary, characteristics.

The cuisine of the town of Pedralba, which lies in
the hill country of Los Serranos, displays influences
from Castile and the area of Teruel. It is largely based
on broths and thick soups such as gazpacho, along
with morteruelo (a thick game stew), ajo arriero (a
spicy mixture of dried cod, pepper and garlic) and
lamb prepared in various ways. The local dish known
as Olla de Pedralba is a stew made of lamb, pork,

The river Turia at La Canyada (near Paterna)

sausage, beans, potatoes and cardoons (a relative of
the artichoke). Sweet delicacies include the pasteli-
cos de boniato (small pasties filled with puréed
sweet potato) and mantecados (crumbly cakes made
of flour, sugar and lard), which are baked for the
local fiesta of San Antón. 

The cuisine of the districts of Camp del Turia and
L'Horta is characterised by the presence of market-
garden vegetables and the wide use of rice. There
are many ways to sample it, with dishes that range
from variants on the rice theme, such as paellas
based on vegetables, cauliflower and dried cod or
fetge de bou (ox liver), to rice-based soups like the
ever-popular arròs amb fesols i naps (rice with white
beans and turnips, often served with Swiss chard in
the Lliria area), not forgetting the classic Valencia
paella of chicken, rabbit, butter beans and green
beans. Sweet delicacies of note include cachaps,
exquisite cream-filled puff pastries made largely in
the town of Paterna.



Leave the place cleaner than when you arrived,
deposit your own rubbish and if possible any other
waste you may find in the nearest bin.

Respect the path, go by the signs on the tracks, ot
taking short cuts, and you will be doing the ecosystem a
great favour.

Fire is the greatest enemy of the mountains, do
not light bonfires nor smoke. Breathe in fresh air.

Look at the plants without destroying them, do
not pull up plants or flowers - take notes or photos.

Observe animals without bothering them, hunting
is forbidden in the whole nature reserve.

Use hotel and tourist facilities in nearby towns
and villages, as you cannot camp in the reserve.

Take care of the springs, as these are the most valuable
asset of our mountains, and do not contaminate them.

Forget all about motor vehicles, and enjoy the
silence, noise is another form of pollution.

Respect our historical and cultural heritage,
avoid any actions which may deteriorate the terraces
or buildings.

The dogs must go tied, can cause inconveniences
(troubles) to the avifauna

If you do noise or speak fort, you will get lost the
sounds of the forest

Please respect private property. Do not walk across
fields containing crops.

In the event of any emergency call 112

Getting here
access to the Turia Nature Reserve visitors' centre 

Road access is offered by both the CV-35 and the A7
(the Valencia bypass). 

Metro. Take metro Line 1 (Valencia to Llíria), and get
off at La Canyada, which is very close to the visitors'
centre. After leaving the station, walk along street 23
and then turn into street 30. Look for building number
30 in this street.

Walk without leaving any trail behind you
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